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typical instance of luxury, many of us show our-
selves capable of weakness similar at least in kind.
I need not multiply examples. The great mystery
of fashion is perhaps a trifling but a significant
example. When people, instead of considering dress
as a means of displaying the beauty of the human
frame, consider their bodies as mere pegs upon which
to display clothes, and are ready to distort their own
forms to fill arbitrary shapes, changed at short
intervals to increase the cost, they are clearly
exemplifying the confusion between means and ends,
When a young gentleman spends a fortune upon the
turf, or upon gambling, he shows that he has no
more conception than the poor boy who plays pitch-
and-toss with halfpence of the ways in which wealth
might be made conducive to undertakings worthy of
absorbing human energy. When, on pretence of
cultivating society, we invent a whole cumbrous
social apparatus which makes all rational conversation
impossible, we know that the display of wealth has
become an end to which we are ready to sacrifice
our ostensible purpose. Now, I suggest that such
luxury, such exaltation of the machinery above the
ultimate good, corresponds pretty nearly to the dis-
tinction between the desires which lead to the
rightful use and those which lead to the shameful
misuse of wealth in a social sense, Human nature,